
PHOTOGRAPHYTOUR
EWENBELL

Come and experience an epic
photographic journey in the Australian
Outback, travelling in style and comfort.
Our private aircraft traverses the entire
continent, stopping on the way in The
Flinders Ranges, The Red Centre,
Arnhem Land and East Kimberley.

This is a genuinely unique adventure
designed by photographers, for
photographers.

11 May 2023

27 June 2024

Maximum of 8 places
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TheOutback
We’ll showyousome truly
remarkablewilderness in this
genuinely iconic landscape

TheWildlife
Fromwallabies tofinches, this trip takes
in somestunningopportunities to
photographwildlife.

ThePlane
Specialisedaircraft forOutback
conditions, short runwaysand
genuine comfort between stops.

ThePhotos
Professional photographer
EwenBell guiding your journey,
sharinghis insight and skills.

The Stars
We’vedesigned the itinerary and tuition
aroundstunningopportunities to
capture the stars at night.

TheExperience
Weknowsomegreatpeople in some
greatplaces. That’s themost important
ingredient.
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Day 1 / Melbourne
Hotel LindrumMGallery bySofitel
Check into your luxury city hotel from 2pm today. Meet Ewen and
your fellow travellers over dinner and a chance to discuss the
adventure ahead of you.

Days 2-3 / Ikara - Flinders Ranges
PrairieHotel, Parachilna
We have a private transfer to Essendon Airport from the hotel for
you, and then all aboard our private prop-jet bound for the
sunshine above the clouds. Our first touch down is the Flinders
Ranges where we schedule an introductory session on
photography before we head out to begin the real work.

While on the ground in the Flinders Ranges you will be hosted by
fourth generation pastoralist Ross Fargher. To say that Ross
knows the region ‘like the back of his hand’ is an understatement.
You will photograph a wide range of perspectives on this
spectacular rugged landscape, from the colourful high country to
the red sands and salt of the desert to the west. We’ll even get out
to explore Ross’s 200,000 acre cattle station. Air Adventure has a
long standing relationship with Ross and the Prairie Hotel and
they really enjoy showing our guests around their region.

Expect to see plenty of roos and emus on this stage of the trip,
plus we’ll visit a colony of elusive and endangered Yellow-Footed
Rock Wallaby. We’ll also capture some of the ancient river gums
that featured so gracefully in Heysen’s paintings.

Accommodation for two nights is at the stylish Prairie Hotel,
Australia’s best outback hotel (Australian Geographic
Magazine) – we would also say it is Australia’s most photogenic
hotel.

Day 4-6 / Uluru Kata-Tjuta National Park
Desert GardensHotel
Following one last Ikara photo shoot to greet the sunrise, we
return to our private aircraft for a flight out across the gibber
plains to the tiny outpost of William Creek. This quirky outback
town with a population of just 6 is our lunch stop and a chance
to refuel the plane. We continue north until we hit the red
sands of Uluru and Ayers Rock Airport (Yulara). This evening
will be your first sunset shoot in this amazing national park.

The natural beauty of Uluru and Kata Tjuta is spectacular from
many angles. The flora within the park is also worth a special
mention, especially when set against the vivid red sandy soil.
Ewen will be focusing not only on the landscape moments,
but the flora and fauna as well. We also arrange a special
permit for after hours access to photograph the night sky
inside the park. Star trails and the Milky Way are our subjects.

Your accommodation at the Desert Gardens is beautifully
appointed with everything you need to keep your batteries
and brains charged. We have included ample time and space
in the schedule to learn about image processing techniques,
with Ewen’s help.

ITINERARY

Ikara (Flinders Ranges)

Uluru-Kata Tjuta (RedCenter)

Tjoritja (WestMacdonnell Ranges)

East Kimberley (Bullo River)

West ArnhemLand (MtBorradaile)
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Included in our schedule at Uluru is a “doors off” helicopter
flight for the ultimate angle on Uluru. Ewen will advise on
techniques in preparation for the flight to help you get the
most out of the experience.

Days 7-8 / Tjoritja - West Macdonnell Ranges
Glen Helen Lodge
We leave the Red Centre to journey deep into the desert
lanscape of Tjoritja, the West Macdonnell Ranges. After
flying into Alice Springs wemake the most of 4WD access
to visit some of Ewen’s favourite locations. Spinifex and
sandstone dominate the scenery, punctuated by remote
gorges and seasonal rivers. Wildlife is concentrated around
the limited water holes and wide open horizons give us
long shadows at dawn and dusk.

Glen Helen Gorge itself is just one of the draw cards. The
night sky is another feature and we plan to capture the
wealth of stars above from a very special location far from
anywhere. We’ll trade the comfort of dining at the lodge for
a picnic dinner and a hot cup of tea, in exchange for
solitude and tripods.

Our accommodation in Tjoritja is the Glen Helen Lodge,
recently redeveloped and offering the most comfortable
digs anywhere west of Alice Springs. Our last stop here will
be an a remote Indigenous community to explore some of
their artwork and culture.

Days 9-10 / Bullo River Station
Bullo River Station Guest House
Depart the West Macdonnells after with a fuel stop enroute
before landing at Bullo River Station, literally 50m from the
homestead. Bullo River was made famous by the novels of Sara
Henderson. Bullo River is an authentic cattle station with all the
trimmings including massive Boab trees, crocodiles,
barramundi and prolific bird life.

The night sky at Bullo is famous for being clear and dry in the
winter time, so we’ll venture out into the darkness to shoot
stars and the Milky Way. Ewen will guide you through the finer
details of capturing star trails, using the stunning Boab trees as
inspiration for your compositions.

We virtually have half a million acres to ourselves and a
dedicated team on the ground to help you enjoy it. Helicopter
time is included here so we can photograph the tidal flats and
sandstone gorges in style. It’s an experience you’ll never forget.

ITINERARY
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Days 11-13 / Arnhem Land - Mt Borradaile
Davidson’s Safari Camp
We touch down at Mt Borradaile’s private airstrip and
spend three nights in the Arnhem Land equivalent of a
tented-camp. Here, you are staying within a registered
“Aboriginal Sacred Site” of extreme significance.
Borradaile is home to the worlds richest body of rock art,
along with many fascinating artefacts.

The abundance of both Indigenous art and Australian
wildlife is astonishing. We’ll spend quality time with both.
Private cruises around the billabongs planned for sunrise
and sunset will allow you to get close to birdlife,
crocodiles and wallabies. We don’t rush this experience,
we take it slowly and give ourselves the best chance to
capture some beautiful images. You will need a good
telephoto lens to make the most of this part of the
journey, and Ewen will be on hand to help you prepare
for the wildlife shoots.

Day 14 / Darwin
Departure
Following a morning visit to ‘The Rainbow Serpent’, one
of the most potent rock art sites at Mt Borradaile, it is
time to depart back to Darwin. Expect to arrive in Darwin
aroundmidday so you can make plans for onward
connections, or stay in Darwin for a few days, or plan an
extension to visit Broome, the Kimberley Coast or the
Tiwi Islands.

ITINERARY
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STARRY
NIGHTS

Photographing theprogression
of stars across thenight sky is

about letting the camera
capture something that only

our imagination can see.

Star trails are oneof themost deeply technical captures you
canpursue. They are also oneof themost difficult if only for
the challengeof finding clear skies and suitable inspiration.
This adventuremakes all of these things possible.

Night photography requires a very sturdy tripodand the right
lens choice, and sometimes a cable releasedependingon the
camera youown. A long series of short images are captured
on the camera and then stacked into a single frame that
connects thedots.

This adventurewill also give us opportunities to chase the
MilkyWay and time lapses of the sky at night. There’s a lot to
photographup there, if you’re in the right place tobeginwith.

Ewenhaswritten several articles about the star trails, and the
techniques are a regular feature of his conventional photo
tours in theOutback.
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There’smore than just “TheRock” to see in this
national park, if you knowhow to look. Uluru and
surrounds is anoasis of flora and fauna, an
explosionof colour in thedesert.

We get to seeUluru fromevery angle, beneath the
stars and from the sky.We canalso explore some
ofUluru from the Indigenousperspective, through
their artwork and conversation.

Ewenhas spent an immense amount of time in
this national park over thepast decade.He says
it’s a place that has an energy you can feel. No
wonder; this stunningmassivemonolith rising up
from the sandyplains. There are details to enjoy
here toobeyond the rock itself, fromseasonal
blossoms to the textures of the land.

DESTINATION
ULURU

KATATJUTA
Themost iconic national park in

Australia andaworthy highlight of any
TheRedCentre experience.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC
ESCORT

Meet EwenBell

For thedurationof the journey your photographic instructor and
escortwill be EwenBell. Hiswork is published all over theworld in
travel brochures, the travelmedia andphotographymagazines
includingNational Geographic in theUSAandFood&Travel in the
UK. Ewen’s depthof experiencewith leading tours is impressive,
with over 25 journeys completed in recent years across Asia,
Australia andAntarctica.

“There is nobetterway to seeAustralia. The combinationof a
powerful little aircraft and somany great people on the ground
make this experienceunlike anyother. It’s everything a
photographer could ask for, and sometimes evenmore.”

Itwouldn’t be a great photography adventurewithout a great
photographer. But don’t take ourword for it, visit hiswebsites and
see for yourself.

ewenbell.com
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PILATUSPC-12
This prop-jet aircraft is a fast, reliable

outbackmachine capable of landingon
gravel and remote airfieldswhere larger

aircraft can’t.

Travel is in theprivately charteredAir AdventureOutback Jet,
Pilatus PC-12. It’s equippedwith state-of-the-art avionics and
is all weather ratedwith impressive safety features. The
interior is spaciouswith custom leather seating, climate
control and clearwindows (every seat is thewindowseat)
making in flight viewing a joy.

Is it a Jet?
Yes the aircraft is a prop-jet,meaning it has a jet turbine that
drives apropeller shaft. The cabin is pressurised sowe can
cruise at altitudes around29,000ft and still landonadirt strip
in themiddle of theOutback.

How far can she fly?
If needbe theOutback Jet canfly coast-to-coast from
Wyndham toWhyalla, but for our private guestswe like to
keep the airtimedown to approx 2hrs at a hop. Dependingon
theweightweare carryingwemayalso land for extra fuel, or
just stop en route to stretchour legs andorder a coffee.
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AIR
ADVENTURE
AUSTRALIA

LuxuryOutback tours byprivate aircraft

Air Adventure Australiawas foundedbyRodDyer (1925-2008).
Rod, a pastoralist andbushpilot of over 10,000 hours pioneered
‘Ellenbrae’ cattle station in theKimberley back in the 1960s. It
was the combinationof Rod’s knowledge and loveof the
outback andflying that ledhim to launchAir Adventure.

Since 1977, thousandsof travellers have chosenAir Adventure
to fly them to theAustralia less-travelled. The company is
guidedbyRod’s son, JohnDyerwho is also apilot and very
passionate about creating highquality travel experiences
spanning the entirety of the Australian continent.

His teamat Air Adventure share his enthusiasmanddedication
to transform thewaypeople experience remote Australia.

airadventure.com.au
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Vast salt lakes stretch to thewest and the
geological diversity of theHeysenRanges to the
east. In themiddle is the tiny township of
Parachilna and the elegant PrairieHotel.

Our hosts are Jane andRoss Fargher, fourth
generation grazierswith a flare for excellent
cuisine andgood company.Most peoplewho visit
thePrairie have a 6hour drive fromAdelaide, but
we’ll be landing a little closer than that!

FromParachilnawe’ll explore thewestern gorges
of the Flinders Ranges, andget up for some
morning sunrises. Breakfastwith the elusive
Yellow-footedRockWallabies is highon the list.

DESTINATION
FLINDERS
RANGES

Ageological landscape that is anoasis for
river gumsand rockwallabies.
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PROFESSIONAL
TUITION

Not only is this adventure designed to
deliver exceptional photographic

opportunities, but you get dedicated
presentation sessions aswell.

Ewenhasbeen runningphotographicworkshops and tours
since 2005, and every year heworks hard tomake thenext
tour better than the last.

Every detail of the craft is open todiscussion. Ewen’s style is
to emphasise the creative potential of photographywithout
gettingmired in the technical. Hewill push you tobe in
control of the camera, tomake the images your own, but for
the sakeof creativity andexpression.

These adventures are not only designed tohelp you learn to
takebetter photos, but to gohomewith some incredible
experiences. Ewenwill be there every stepof theway tooffer
support as youneed it.
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8ISGREAT
EwenBell restricts all of his photographic
tours to just 8 people.With good reason.

“I neverwant to run aphotography tourwithmore than 8
people, let alone 12or 16. Smaller groupsmean less drama,
more fun andare infinitelymore rewarding.My first
responsibility is to ensure every persononmy tour gets
plenty ofmy timeandadvice, plus to ensurewedon’t ruin a
lovely locationbydragging ahordeof photographers about.
Small isn’t just good, it’s great!”

Air Adventure fits perfectlywith Ewen’s ethos of genuinely
small groups. The aircraft are small enough to land in remote
locations, yet big enough to fit a photography tour.
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ART &
CREATIVITY

The camera is like apaintbrush, and in
thehandsof different people itwill

produce very different images.

EwenBell specialises in teachingpeople about the creative
potential of photography, to gobeyond the technical issues
of a camera and start taking creative control. Expression is at
the heart of great photography, sharing your perspective,
your view, your experience. Ewen is also the author of the
book “ReIMAGINE - changing your photographyby changing
your perspective”

A fewbasic principles underpin the art of travel photography.
GoSlow.Get Closer. Look for the Light. Findout for yourself
howmuch inspiration canflow from three very simple ideas.
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CAMERA
GEAR

Ewenwill be able todiscuss in detail
what gear youneed tobring tomake
themost of this adventure. The right
choice of lenses andadecent laptop

will get you through. .

Therewill be a verywide rangeof photographic challenges on
this journey, fromwildlife towide angle landscapes. Star
Trails and capturing theMilkyWay are also abig feature of the
tour design, so a sturdy tripod is essential for that.

Ewen is experiencedwithwalking his guests through the
technical side of photography,with a view toopeningup the
creative side.

Whatever gear youhave, Ewen canhelp youget themost of it.
He’s beenwriting for photographymagazines and reviewing
cameras for nearly a decadenow.Wealso suggest a few long
conversations before the trip begins to ensure youhave the
right gear in your packbefore takingoff for theOutback.
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Oneof the hiddengemsof the Australian
Outback, theWestMacdonnell Ranges (Tjoritja) is
a gentle series of ridges that rise up from the
desert plains. Rivers andwater holes punctuate
the landscape,with a handful of 4WD tracks and
walking trailsmaking it possible to travel further
into thewilderness.

Our base for this sectionof the tour is the recently
redevelopedGlenHelen Lodge, situated at a
scenic bendof the FinkeRiverwhere it carves a
path through the sandstone.Wehave comfortable
lodgings for our stay anda vast array of landscape
moments to capturewith the camera.

Ewenhas travelled here several times for his
magazinework andwill be sharing a fewof his
secret locations for everyone to enjoy.

DESTINATION
THEWEST

MACS
Ghost gumsanddingos thriving in a

semi-desert landscape.
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Getting around theoutback in our private
prop-jet is great, but for thebest photographic
experience youneedahelicopterwith the
doors off.We include twodedicatedheli-
shoots on this trip, andEwenwill be able to
assist youwith technical advice toprepare for
these events.

Our first heli-work sessionswill takeplace at
Uluru, to give youa remarkable perspective
on the rock andabirds eye viewof it’s
incredible geology as it rises up fromaflat
desert landscape.

The secondheli shootwill be at Bullo River,
where the local pilots use theR44helicopters
with doors off. Everyone gets awindowseat
andeveryone gets to enjoy themagnificent
scenery of the tidal flats and sandstone ridges.

DOORS
OFF

An immense amount of fun
andawonderful photographic

experience.
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Thediversity ofwildlife in theOutback is often
overlooked, if you lack the right camera gear.
Even at places such asUluru there are treasures
to photograph, and the confinedbillabongs at
Bullo River Station andMtBorradaile offer
uniqueopportunities to see somehard to find
species.

Wehope to get photos of the Jabiru,White-
Bellied SeaEagle, BrahminyKite, RainbowBee-
Eater, Great Bowerbird, Star Finch, Gouldian
Finch, Zebra Finch, Double-Bared Finch, Brolga,
Jacana, SnakeBird, Fig Bird, AzureKingfisher,
Blue-wingedKookaburra, Salt-Water Crocodile,
AgileWallaby, Short-FootedRockWallaby,
Pandanus Frog, GreenTree Frog, Grasshoppers
andGreenAnts.

A 600mm lenswill get you close enough to
enjoy the smallest of creatures, andan
extension tubewill allow you to adapt your
telephoto to shootmacro aswell. Ewen can tell
youmore aboutwhat to pack andwhy.

WILDLIFE
Whenwe talk ofwildlife in the

Outback it’s usually kangaroos and
crocodiles but the serious

diversity, andphotographic
challenges, are thebirds.



36
Gr
an
d
O
ut
ba
ck

Ph
ot
og
ra
ph

y
To
ur

/
Ai
rA

dv
en
tu
re
Au

st
ra
lia



37
Gr
an
d
O
ut
ba
ck

Ph
ot
og
ra
ph

y
To
ur

/
Ai
rA

dv
en
tu
re
Au

st
ra
lia

A landscapeof sandstone andgrasslands has
been carvedover timeby gorges andhidden
waterfalls anda variety of ecosystems forwildlife.
Where the Victoria Rivermeets theBullo river this
is oneof Australia’smost unique cattle stations,
recently upgraded tooffer a luxury homestead
experience.

East of Kununurra, Bullo River Stationoperates in
harmonywith the land, balancing sustainable
farmingmethods to achievebest-practice land
management alongside conservationpriorities.
This is a genuineworking cattle station that
smooths out the rough edgeswith an excellent
selectionofWAwines.

Theowners are alsopassionate about thenative
flora and fauna, and encourage guests tomake
themost of thewildlife andboabs.

DESTINATION
BULLORIVER

Working cattle station andhomestead
covering 500,000 acres, or roughly 3 times

the size of Singapore.
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Ourphotographic journeys appeal to both the
youngandold, the experiencedandnovice.
Most tours aremadeupof people aged 25 to
65, andoccasionally older or younger still. It
doesn’tmatterwhat your skill levels are, you
will enjoy sharing a creative and immersive
experiencewith likemindedpeople.

If you’re a confident photographerwho just
wants to visit someamazingplaces, you’ll love
this trip. If you’re an absolute beginner and
want to be inspired to learnmore about the
craft, you’ll be right at home.

Ewenoffers personal guidance all through the
journey, andwill run special sessions every
fewdays that explore the art of photography
and current techniques.

WHOTRAVELS
WITHUS

You just have to enjoy photography
to love this trip.
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The 'maincourse'was thephotography. I learnedSOMUCHaboutmy
cameraandabout takingphotosandEwenwasendlesslypatientwith
myquestions, someofwhichwereprettybasic!Hemade time for
everyoneandtherewasn'tmuchhedidn't knowaboutanyof the
camerasystemswewereeachusing.Hewalkedus through the
techniqueswewouldneed foreachday, includingshowingus images
thathehad takenonprevious trips -averyhighbar indeed!All
photographershave their signaturestyleandEwen’s is reflected in the
imagesonhiswebsite. I lovehis style,buteven if your style isdifferent,
there is stillmuch to learn.

Theother special featureof this tourwas thatEwenmadesure thatwe
wereprettymuchalwayswhere 'theotherpeople'weren't, even in
Uluru,wherewe foundourselves shootingsunrisesandstarsonour
own.ThevastAustralian landscapewith its contrastsandextraordinary
floraand faunawas theperfect canvass forawonderful trip.

Itwasgreat to 'getoff thegrid' for twoweeksand indulgeapassionwith
awonderful tutorand lovelyhumanbeing. In fact itwasquite jarring to
re-engagewith thepeopleand thebusinessofourconnectedworldat
theend,butas Iprocess the images (themany thousandsof them!!),
eachbringsback lovelymemories.

THEIR
WORDS

LianeKemp
2019GrandOutback
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Simply Amazing... I signedup for this tripwith Ewen toOutback
Australia to reignitemypassion for photography,which it achieved.
But it did somuchmore. Imadenew friends, increasedmy
photography skills, and got the chance to see someparts of this
magnificent country fromanewperspective.

Ewennot only helps youwith your technical skills, he curates an
experiencewhere youare overwhelmedwith opportunities to take
amazingpictures. Thenumber of shoots andexperiences that Ewen
packed into oneweekwasbreathtaking.We could opt in for as little or
asmuchaswe liked, andas I opted in for everything I endedupa little
sleepdeprived, but itwasworth it. Beyondall this, Ewenencouraged
mewith his ability to see theworld fromauniqueperspective. He
inspires you to chase the light in newandboldways.

If youhave a interest in photography,want to see thismagnificent
country in a unique andamazingway, andneedanadventure - sign up
for the nextOutbackPhotoSafari. Highly recommended!

THEIR
WORDS

Paul Steele
2018Outback Adventure
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THEIR
WORDS

Glenda& IanWilks
2017Outback Adventure

Outback Australia has always beenonour plans for a photography tour; the option to
add theKimberley region and some instruction fromaprofessional photographer
like EwenBell, was the absolute deciding factor.What anopportunity! SoGlenda and
I signedupandwaited for thedate to roll over in the calendar. Our travel companions
were a greatmix of people, it was fantastic to have such a terrific crew to spenda
weekwith in theOutback.

Our “Outback Jet”was simply amazing, capable of taking off and landing almost
anywhere. This aircraft travels at almost blistering speeds of around550 kmphat
anywhere up to 35,000 feet. No sitting around in the air like a flying “KombiWagon” -
this is state of the art, get up andgo jet prop at its very best!

The real benefit of having Ewenas your host goes far beyondphotography itself.
Ewen’s relationshipswith thepeople that you engagewith at every stop is absolutely
amazing. Thequality of the outback characters, the staffwhohost your stays, the folk
whoattend the tables and look after your culinary delights, find youa coffee in a tin
shedor indeedadecentwine in adesert setting - this really is an experiencewith a
level of service thatwentwaybeyondour expectation.

I will not give away toomuchdetail as this trip had somanywonderful “surprises”
that you really have to experience for yourself. All we canadd is thatwe enjoyed the
whole experience, especially thepeople thatwemet along theway.Our photography
has really gone to another level. Thanks to all the peoplewhomade this trip possible,
our fellow travelers, Ewenandhis incredible entourageof outbackpeople.

“

”
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THEIR
WORDS

MichaelWalker
2015GrandOutback

EwenBell; a great photographer, tutor andmentor. Ona recent
photographic tour Ewendemonstrated an extensive knowledgeof the
photographicmedium; particularly as an art form.

Heprovided excellent tutoring to all groupmembers keeping the
technical to a simple, understandable levelwhilst encouraging
everyone tomaximise their capabilities to take great, artistic photos.
We certainly finished the tripwith hundreds of great shots,wonderful
memories andaplethora of newly acquiredphotographic skills and
techniqueswhichwehave subsequently put to gooduse.

We thankEwen for awonderful photographic experience, his
mentoring and friendship andwouldhighly recommendanyone
interested in touringwith Ewen to; Go For It!

“

”
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Wefinish the journeywith a generous offering of
rock art andwetlandswildlife.MountBorradaile is
surroundedbybillabongswhere birds,wallabies
and crocodiles cling toduring thedry season.
Finches flock through the tall grasses, kingfishers
amongst thepaperbark forests, and jacanaon the
water lilies.

The landscapehere is dottedwith sacred sites,
someeasy to access and somemoredemanding.
Travelling byboat, jeep and footweexplore tens
of thousandsof years of unbroken culture painted
on the sandstone.

The camp itself offers a small number of openair
cabins, similar to a tented-campbutwith private
facilities andanexcellent chef servingquality
meals at lunch anddinner.

DESTINATION
ARNHEM

LAND
Wetlandswildlife and someof themost

impressive Indigenous rock art you’ll
ever see.
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Simply visit thewebsite for Air Adventure Australia and
complete theonline booking form to reserve aplace, or
fill out theprintedbooking formandmail it to Air
Adventure Australia. Oncepayment of thedeposit has
been received your place on the trip is confirmed.

Fell free to email Ewendirectly if youhave anyquestions,
or contact the office for Air Adventure Australia.

www.airadventure.com.au

Email: info@airadventure.com.au
Australia: 1800 033 160
International: +61 3 5572 1371

HOWTO
BOOK

There are only 8 places for this trip and it
runs only once a year. Get in quick.

11 May 2023
27 June 2024

From $23,978pp


